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Lasix® (turosemide) 

A brief summary of the Prescribing Information for Lasix 
Goan Tablets 20, 40 and nd 80 

WARNING: Lasix (furosemide) 


. Therefore, 
cal is |, and dose and dose schedule have 
to be adjusted to the individual patient's needs. 
INDICATIONS: Edemo associated with congestive heort failure, 
Cirrhosis of the liver and renal disease, including the nephrotic 
syndrome. Hypertension when used alone or in combination 
with other antihypertensive drugs; patients not adequately con- 
trolied with thiazides also probably will not be adequately con- 
trolied with furosemide alone 
comm TIONS: Anuria. History of hypersensitivity 


WARNINGS: Excessive ciuresis may result in dehydration and 
reduction in blood volume, with circulatory collapse and with the 
possibility of vascular thrombosis and embolism, particularly in 
elderly patients. Excessive loss of potassium in patients receiv- 
ing digitalis glycosides may precipitate digitalis toxicity Exercise 
care in patients receiving potassium-depleting steroids. Perform 
frequent serum electrolyte, CO2, and BUN determinations during 
first few months of therapy and periodically thereafter and cor- 
fect abnormalities or temporarily withdraw the drug. in *.: ther- 
apy of patients with hepatic cirrhosis and ascites is best carried 
out in the hospital. Closely observe cirrhotic patients for sudden 
fluid and electrolyte imbalances nc! may precipitate hepatic 
coma. Supplemental potassium chioride and, if required, an 
aldosterone antagonist are helpful in preventing hypokalemia 
and metabolic alkalosis. Discontinue furosemide if increasing 
azotemia and oliguria occur during treatment of severe, progres- 
Sive renal disease Observe patients regularly for possible blood 
dysciasias, liver damage, or other idiosyncratic reactions. 
Patients with known sulfonamide sensitivity may show allergic 
reactions. Furosemide may potentiate the therapeutic effect of 
other antinypertensive agents. Potentiation occurs with gangli- 
onic or peripheral adrenergic blocking drugs. Exacerbation or 
activation of systemic lupus erythematosus may occur Furo- 
semide appears in breast milk. If use of the drug is essential, the 
patient should stop nursing. Cases of tinnitus and reversible 
hearing impairment have been reported 
There have also been some reports of cases in which irreversible 
hearing impairment occurred. Usually ofotoxicity has been 
reported when furosemide was injected rapidly in patients with 
severe impairment of renal function at doses exceeding several ~ 
times the usual recommended dose and in whom other drugs 
known to be ototoxic were given. If the physician elects to use 
high-dose parenteral therapy in patients with severely impaired 
fenal function, controlled intravenous infusion is advisable. (For 
Gdults, an infusion rate not exceeding 4 mg furosemide per min- 
ute has been used.) 
PRECAUTIONS: As with any effective diuretic, electrolyte deple- 
tion may occur, especially in patients receiving higher doses and 
G restricted salt intake. Patients receiving furosemide should be 
observed for clinical signs of fluid or electrolyte imbalance, 
namely, hyponatremia, hypochloremic alkalosis, and hypokale- 
mia. Serum and urine electrolyte determinations are particularly 
important when the patient is vomiting excessively or receiving 
parenteral fluids. Medication such as digitalis may also influ- 
ence serum electrolytes. Hypokalemia may develop with furo- 
semide as with any other potent diuretic, especially with brisk 
diuresis, when cirrhosis is present, or during concomitant use of 
corticosteroids or ACTH. Interference with adequate oral electro- 
lyfe intake will also contribute to hypokalemia. Digitalis may 
exaggerate metabolic effects of hypokalemia, especially with ref- 
erence to myocardial activity Asymptomatic hyperuricemia can 
occur and gout may rarely be precipitated. Increases in blood 
glucose and alterations in glucose tolerance tests with abnor- 
malities of the fasting and two-hour postprandial sugar have 
been observed, and rare cases of precipitation of diabetes melli- 
tus have been reported. Furosemide may lower serum caicium 
levels, and rare cases of tetany have been reported Periodic 
serum calcium levels should be obtained Reversible elevations 
of BUN may be seen These have been observed in association 
with dehydration, which should be avoided, particularly in 
patients with renal insufficiency Patients receiving high doses of 
salicylates in conjunction with furosemide may experience sali- 
cylate toxicity at lower doses because of competitive renal excre- 
tory sites Furosemide has a tendency to antagonize the effects 
of tubocurarine and may potentiate the action of succinylcholine 
Lithium generally should not be given with diuretics because 
reduce its renal clearance and add a high risk of lithium 
toxicity Diuretics such as furosemide may enhance the nephro- 
toxicity of cephaloridine Therefore, furosemide ond cephaiori- 
dine should not be administered simultaneously Furosemide 
decrease arterial responsiveness to norepinephrine This 
diminution is not sufficient to preclude effectiveness of the 
pressor agent for therapeutic use It has been reported in the 
literature that coadministration of indomethacin may reduce the 
Natriuretic and antihypertensive effects of Lasix (furosemide) in 
some patients This effect has been ottribuled to inhibition of 
prostagiandin synthesis by indomethacin. Indomethacin may 
also affect plasma renin levels and aldosterone excretion: this 
should be borne in mind when a renin profile is evaluated in 
hypertensive patients. Patients receiving both indomethacin ond 
Lasix (furosemide) should be observed closely to determine if 
the desired diuretic and/or antihypertensive effect of Lasix (furo- 
semide) is achieved 
PREGNANCY: Pregnancy Category C Furosemide has been 
shown to cause unexplained maternal deaths and abortions 
in rabbits at 2.4 and 8 times the human dose. There are no 
adequate and well-controlled studies in pregnant women 
Furosemide should be used during pregnancy only if the 
potential benefit justifies the potential risk to the fetus 
ADVERSE REACTIONS: Anorexia, oral and gastric irritation, 
Nausea, vomiting, cramping, diarrhea, constipation, jaundice 
(intrahepatic jaundice), pancreotitis, dizziness, vertigo, pares- 
thesias, headache, xanthopsia, blurred vision, tinnitus and hear- 
loss, anemia, leukopenia, agranulocytosis (rare), thrombo- 
cylopenia, aplastic anemia (rare), purpura, photosensitivity, 
rash, urticaria, necrotizing angiitis (vasculitis, cutaneous vas- 
Culitis), exfoliative dermatitis, erythema multiforme, pruritus 
Orthostatic hypotension may occur and may be exaggerated 
by alcohol, barbiturates, or narcotics Other adverse reactions 
include hyperglycemia, glycosuria, hyperuricemia, muscle 
spasm, weakness, restlessness, urinary bladder spasm, 
thrombophlebitis Q-$6311-882 
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